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A MESSAGE FROM MOTHER MARY

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light:
Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery;
by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation;
let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up,
and things which had grown old are being made new,
and that all things are being brought to their perfection
by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen

On February 27, 2011 at 5 PM Bishop Alexander will come to the Church of the Ascension and preside at the service called The
Renewal of Ministry with the Welcoming of a New Rector. He will pray the words above. | am very excited. | hope you are too.
As | mentioned in January we will renew our solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism. While | arrived November 28, this service
marks the beginning and blesses the holy work we will do together.

The Bishop sent us an explanation of the service of which | would like to share a portion. *“...the catechism of the Book of
Common Prayer (1979) indicates that there are four categories of ministers beginning with the laity. Baptism is seen as the sacrament
that initiates Christians and empowers them for ministry. As articulated by one of the pioneers of renewed appreciation of baptismal
ministry, ‘...there is one ministry of the one body, which is Christ’s ministry as exercised through that body. All vocations contribute
to the efficacy of that one ministry, expressed in mission.” All baptized people-lay and ordained- participate in it according to the gifts
given them. Hence, pastoral leadership and oversight both spring from and need to be celebrated within the community of the
baptized.... The rite incarnates mutuality among the ministers of the Church.”

In other words, we are in this business of ministry together. And it is not our ministry but Christ’s ministry. God calls all of us to
serve by following Jesus Christ and doing the work he began so long ago. Our Sunday lectionary for January 16 and 23 was about the
call to follow Jesus...the call to serve God. What is your ministry? How will God ‘incarnate’ mutual ministry in you and your priest
and your brothers and sisters in Christ? What will that look like? | believe it has unlimited potential. Did you know that in John 14
vs. 12, Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because | am going to the Father?” Jesus promised that with God’s help we will do amazing works here at this place called
Church of the Ascension. Come and See!

Yours in Christ,
Mother Mary Erickson

THE RENEWAL OF MINISTRY WITH WELCOMING OF A NEW RECTOR

Please join us as we welcome The Rev. Mary K. Erickson as the rector of Ascension on Sunday, February
27th, at 5:00 PM. The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, Bishop of Atlanta, will be the celebrant at this very
important service. A special reception will follow. Please come and help us make Mother Mary’s day the
best ever!
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MCcKEE RECOGNIZED

Our very own Angee McKee
received the Music Educator of the
Year Award at the Georgia Music
Educators Conference at the
Savannah International Trade &
Convention Center on January 28.
Active members of GMEA are
eligible for this award which
recognizes outstanding merit in
teaching and/or administration by
music educators whose service to
students, the community, and the
profession is exemplary. GMEA is
a state affiliate of the MENC
which is the National Association for Music Education and
among the world's largest arts education organizations.
MENC serves millions of students nationwide through
activities at all teaching levels, from preschool to graduate
school.

We are very proud to claim this wonderful lady and are not
surprised at all by this honor. She is a gem and we are blessed
to have her in our midst as a member of our Vestry, Director
of the Young Choristers, hostess of Coffee House and
valuable member of the Adult Choir. Thank you, Angee, for
all that you do!

FIRST SUNDAY LUNCH PLANNED

February 6 is our next
First ~Sunday Lunch,
which will follow the
11AM service. We took a
break during the holidays
8 and now it's back! Please
' be sure to invite friends or
family to come to church
and have lunch with your
Ascension family. As per usual meal needs are divided by first
letter of your last name. PLEASE BRING MORE
SERVNGS THAN YOUR FAMILY SIZE! It's recommended
to add 3-4 servings to your dish to help provide enough food
for us all to have a nice meal. Last names beginning with A-H
shall bring main course items such as casseroles, fried
chicken, sliced meats. For last names I-M, please bring side
dishes or salads. Last, but certainly not least, desserts are to be
provided by those with last names N-Z.

Assistance is needed in setting up tables and chairs for our
dining pleasure. Set up will be either Friday evening or
Saturday morning prior, depending on the volunteers who sign
up. Any help is appreciated. Please contact Corinne Scott at
404-403-9492 or email at acscott333@comcast.net.
Thanks!!!!
~Corinne Scott, Fellowship Chair

CALLING ALL GuUYs!

Men’s Breakfast is planned for Saturday,
February 12", at 9:00AM in the Parish
Hall. All males and their male guests
are invited. The cost is $6 and food is
catered by Doug’s Jr.

Please call the church office to make your reservations. Don’t
miss the great opportunity to meet, eat and greet!

PHIL HELTON & RICK MCKEE TO PERFORM AT
ASCENSION COFFEE HOUSE—FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH

The Ascension Coffee House began its fourth year of
offering great music and fellowship to the community in
January! The next coffee house will be held on Friday,
February 11th, featuring guest musician Phil Helton, from
Rome. Phil has played guitar since he was in college and
began playing the five-string banjo about ten years later. He
has performed bluegrass and “old -time” country music
around Rome and Northwest Georgia for several years. Phil
has been a member of the Rome Area Songwriters since 2004.
He describes his music as follows: “Many of my songs are
drawn from memories of a simpler time when | was growing
up, while some of my songs are about the characters and folks
of the legendary wild west that | have met in my imagination.
| enjoy trying to paint a visual representation of the characters
and their stories, with words and music in the minds of an
audience, much like the old time radio shows.”

Rick McKee will continue his role as host
singer/songwriter. Rick has released two CDs on the Cosmic
Possum label. He is a music educator, composer,
conductor/clinician and singer/songwriter. Rick has played
bass with The Clock Tower Jazz Ensemble in Rome, plays
drums for the contemporary worship service at Sam Jones
United Methodist Church, and performs in many other
ensembles throughout Georgia. He currently serves as music
specialist at Acworth Intermediate School and Adjunct
instructor of Music Education at Kennesaw State University.

Admission to coffee house is free to all; however,
donations of non-perishable food items are gladly accepted for
the Ascension Food Pantry. All cash tips benefit ministries at
Ascension. Light snacks and drinks are provided. Volunteers
for this ministry are always needed and welcomed! Call
Angee  McKee at 770-606-7311 or email at
amckee56@aol.com to offer your assistance. Invite your
friends and neighbors to enjoy some great, live, original music
on February 11th!

ASCENSION TRANSITIONS

We welcome new members Leigh
Easterwood, Leata Thomas, Judy
Baldwin, Angelina Gyambibi; and we
say farewell to Tom and Barbara
McCain, who have returned to Dublin,
Georgia.




CONGREGATIONAL HEALTH

“He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.”

What new song is God wanting us to sing...the new song
we will sing together? In a recent sermon | asked this
question and | am wondering if you have given it more
thought? What new song is God trying to sing through our
parish family? What do we want our visitors, friends, and
neighbors to see and hear when we meet them on the street or
when they come to worship with us?

It was also during this sermon that | told the story about the
woman who was dying of cancer. She wanted to be baptized
and confirmed before she died, and she didn’t have long to
live. The church responded to her needs and | was fortunate to
develop a pastoral relationship with her. When | asked her
why she chose our church (Holy Trinity Parish in Decatur),
she said, “Because of your parking lot.” Now she was not
speaking of its design or access, but how people interacted
with one another, their energy and enthusiasm as they were
going into church. She witnessed the song they were singing. |
will never forget her determination and commitment to new
life in Christ and her criteria for choosing a church.

Our ability to sing God’s song and relate to
one another with joy has much to do with the
health of our congregation. In his book Church =
Wellness: A Best Practices Gui de to Nurturing
Healthy C ongregations, Tom Ehrich says that
while “wellness in a church doesn’t mean
anything as simple as 98.6 degrees on a
thermometer...we can discern some signs of
wellness in a faith community. They include:”

e  Growth in membership

¢  Vibrant mission work that makes a discernible
difference in the larger community

e Members’ lives being transformed

e Congregation able to take risks, fail without
recrimination, and learn from failure

e Transparency and confidence in dealing with conflict

e Ability to deal creatively with change

e  Open communications

e Members bringing their yearnings and questions to
church

e Leaders willing to be guided by outcomes

Your vestry and rector are eager to work with one another
and with you in a way that maximizes our health. Let us make
a commitment to be a healthy congregation. | am looking
forward to the song we will sing.
~Mother Mary Erickson

NEWS FOR AND FROM ALTAR GUILD

Altar Guild will have a meeting Tuesday, February 22nd at
7:00PM in the Parish Hall. We will discuss with Mother Mary
our preparation for Lent. We hope that every member of Altar
Guild will attend.

Altar Guild welcomes their newest member, Leigh
Easterwood. Leigh joins the third Sunday group. We still
need a member for the second Sunday group. If you would be
interested in joining this ministry, please contact Nancy Zerbe
—770.382.8758 or email Zerber65@comcast.net.

WOMEN’S RETREAT

Saturday, April 9, 2011
10:00AM - 4:00PM
2 _Discernment—how to listen for the
- ‘,-.i voice of God
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it....Psalm 62

God speaks to us in liturgy, in prayer and scripture. God
also speaks in the words of a friend or stranger, from the
words in a book, in our dreams, in art and nature and in all
sorts of unlikely places. But how do we discern that it is
indeed God's voice and how do we learn to listen and wait.
Jesus said, ""Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves
and rest a while."

Mother Mary Erickson, our rector, and Connie Evans will
facilitate a day of Retreat and Discernment at the Evans' farm.
This will be a day of rest and contemplation for the Women of
Ascension. Look for the signup sheet in March and more
details in the March Trumpet.

4

PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE

Looking for a place to serve in 2011? Come and join the
Pastoral Care Committee. Our committee meeting has been
moved to the second Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM. For
more information regarding Pastoral Care, drop by the
meeting.

~Earline Walpole-Vestry Liaison for Pastoral Care

NEWS FROM THE OUTREACH MINISTRY

Our annual Bane and Blessing sale is a while off but

DON’T THROW ANYTHING AWAY!! RE-PURPOSE IT!!
Bane and Blessing has storage space for items you can’t wait
until summer to get rid of. Please let me know if you have any
“BAD STUFF” to provide us with “GOOD STUFF” for our
annual sale to support the food pantry.
Food Pantry—If you have motel/hotel size bars of soap,
shampoo, lotion, etc. many of our patrons would appreciate
them. Actually any type of cleaning products/personal hygiene
products would be appreciated, especially by those folks
striving to get back into the work force and needing that
additional lift during the job hunt.

If you would like to help in the Food Pantry on Wednesday
morning please contact John and Terry Bangert. This task
takes about two hours and is very .
rewarding.

Weekly bags:

1 60z. can of tuna, chicken, or salmon
1 can of potatoes or corn

1 can of pork and beans

1 box of macaroni ‘n cheese

1 package of Ramen noodles soup
Each household receives two bags
We would also appreciate donations of cat and dog food.
Each week, we give away from 12 to 14 gallon bags each of
cat and dog food. A 20-pound bag fills about 6 bags. Any
help you could give would be greatly appreciated.
Upcoming Events—Spare Change Sunday for the Red Door
Fund is February 27, 2011.

Church Shop—If you are interested in making a donation or
volunteering your time to the Church Shop on Main Street
please contact Winnie McGruder or Earline Walpole.

~Marcia Humphreys, Vestry Liaison for Outreach




COMING UP IN MARCH

A three part class facilitated by Mother Mary Erickson from 1-
4 PM on March 19, March 26, and April 2.

“In Sure and Certain Hope” is a Lent offering about life,
death, and new life. All, over the age of 16, (this is not for
seniors only) are invited to come and discuss life and death in
the “sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (BCP p. 485).

Session | (March 19) will focus on issues of faith.

Session Il (March 26) will focus on the need for Advance
Directives and an appointed Durable Power of Attorney for
Healthcare in our times.

Session 1 (April 2) will address issues of wills, estate
planning, and planned giving. This is a series, so if you sign
up please come to all three sessions. You are also
encouraged to bring a loved one and your favorite “St. Peter at
the Gate’ joke.

To register: Call Mother Mary Erickson at 770 382-2626 or e-
mail at merickson@ascensioncartersville.org

PRESIDING BISHOP PLEDGES CONTINUED SUPPORT,
PRAYERS FOR HAITI ON EVE OF QUAKE ANNIVERSARY
By ENS staff, January 11, 2011

As the first anniversary of the Jan. 12, 2010 Haitian
earthquake approaches, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori has called for prayers and expresses solidarity with the
people of Haiti and the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti as they
rebuild.

"We continue to work with and pray for our brothers and
sisters in Haiti," Jefferts Schori said in her Jan. 11 statement.
"The Episcopal Church is urgently engaged in supporting the
rebuilding of the cathedral complex, in addition to mission
partnerships all over the nation. We hope for significant and
measurable progress in the coming months in improving the
lives of Haitians, helping to restore livelihoods, and stabilizing
the institutions of communities and the nation."”

Cathédral Ste Trinité The magnitude-7 quake
destroyed 71 percent of the
diocese's churches, 50 percent
of its primary schools and 80
percent of its secondary
schools, according to details of
the Plan for the Reconstruction
and Development of the
Diocese of Haiti (Phase 1),
which was released in early
J4 November. Seventy-five
percent of its hlgher -educational facilities must be demolished
and 33 percent of the rectories, convents and guesthouses are
seriously damaged and also must be destroyed. Also lost were
the bishop's house and the diocese's income-producing
condominium building.

The cathedral complex once contained Holy Trinity Music
School, Holy Trinity Professional School, primary and
secondary schools, and St. Margaret's Convent, a convent of
the Sisters of St. Margaret as well as the church with its world-
renowned murals depicting biblical stories in Haitian motifs,
which were crafted by some of the best-known Haitian
painters of the 20th century.

SYMPATHIES EXTENDED TO...

Sam Hood and his family at the passing of his aunt, Nell
Hood. Sam was the primary care giver for her and was very
close to her. Mrs. Hood was 98 years old and had been in a
nursing home since April.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING...

For Healing—Long-term: Ann, Johnny, Mary Ann, Alan,
John, Warner, Bill, Carolyn, Katy, Linnie, Jim, John, Pete,
Mim, Sally, Alice, Brad, Hope, Sam, Cindy, Robert, Lynn,
Larry, Mary, Toni, Reed, Nancy, Ginny, Edward, Lorraine,
Ron, Lillian, Michael, Philip, Anne, Tom, Butch, Debra,
Matthew, Susan, Sybil, Lewis, Diane, Melanie, Bob, Melanie,
Scott, Justine, Margaret, John, Jim, Victor, Andrew

For Healing: Gail, Victor, Donna, Arleigh, Sarah, Sarah,
Nicole, Joan, Barrie, Jeff

For Those who are Homebound: Evelyn Fox, Bill Grate,
Alma Schutz, Mike Kelly, Eleanor Arnold, Mary Fowler

For Those Serving in Military: Jake Caldwell, Kevin Jones,
Micah Owens, Charles Patterson, Lewis Patterson, Michael
Rountree, Gabriel Thorn, Lee West, Bill Sanders, Alex Blake,
Christopher Briasco, Aaron Partlow, Rob Force, Elise Miller,
Ulissa Miller, Jimmy Dean, Christopher Borst, Joel Askins,
Janice Pecua

Happy Birthday to...
1 Charlie Pineo
2 Caura Harper
3 George Tasker
4 Bob Rutters
4 Barbara Thompson
4 Nancy Cerbe
6 George Chesnut
11 Ed Mullinax
12 Elsa Evans
15 Bob Gordy
21 John Youd

13 Cynerte Pasek

19 Al Sharis

22 Adam Harper

24 Julia Gilbert 24 Connie Haralson
24. Skyler Robson 25 Beth Hall

26 Rebecca Wilson 27 Jrederick Xnight
28 Jeniter Howard 28 Christopher McAbee
28 Cuann Spearing

Happy Anniversary 10..
2 Amy and Xevin Beavers
7 Gall and Mal Underwood
10 Ana and Mason Rountree
14 Winnite and Bev McGruder
14 Claudia and Bob "White
22 Kay and Rocky Ponders




MINISTRY FAIR 2011

Saturday, March 12, at the
Cathedral of St. Philip
in Atlanta
Great Gathering guest speaker:
Peter K, from Peter K Fitness
This year our focus is health and
fitness.
Peter K will join us for the Great
Gathering beginning at 9:30 a.m.
and speak on:
Mind & Body (Motivation)
Secrets of a Fit Lifestyle;
How to revolutionize your health to compliment
your spiritual life

Create the vision, motivation and action plan to take
control of your work, life, health and happiness. Includes:
The 5 best mind/body success secrets
If you don't have what you want, this might be why

Following the Gathering he will lead two workshops, one

on nutrition and one on fitness.
Peter K MS, PT is a world renowned speaker, author, health &
success coach, nutritionist and physical therapist. As an expert
for the media, he has appeared on ABC, FOX, MSN, TLC,
blogtalkradio and in Fitness magazine, and he is the creator of
"5 Minutes to Fitness"”, a revolutionary lifestyle program for
achieving optimal health which has been featured on QVC and
FOX.

He launched a unique online club, the "Fit Friend s’
Revolution”, to help motivate and guide those wanting to get
and stay healthy. His clients include: celebrities, "Fortune
100" companies, non-profit organizations and individuals who
have made incredible changes in their work, life, health and
happiness starting with just 5 minutes a day.

Professional Background
* Nutrition Degree, Magna Cum Laude,
Montclair State University
* Physical Therapy degree, Master of Science,
New York Medical College
* Fitness Director Blogtalkradio.com
* College Professor- nutrition, exercise, physical therapy,
kinesiology
* Creator- 5 Minutes to Fitness+, Fit Friends’ Revolution
* Author of the Core Energy Program & Live Better Journal
* Speaker, Fit Lifestyle Expert, Restaurant Consultant

Peter K's presence with us is being sponsored by the
Church Pension Group. They are sponsoring his appearances
ina number of dioceses in order to encourage all of us to
pay attention to our health and fitness. We are very grateful to
CPG for this opportunity to have Peter K with us, and we
hope you enjoy and benefit from his presentation and
workshops. You can check out his website at
www.peterkfitness.com and view avideo of his recent
conversation with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.
Workshops by Topic

There are over 50 workshops this year! Be sure to read
each workshop description carefully so you know what will be
covered. You can go to the Diocesan website at
http://www.episcopalatlanta.org/Content/\Workshop by Topic
.asp to see all of the areas to be covered. Titles are not always
indicative of what the workshop will include.

One workshop is being offered twice:
The 11th Plague: Sexual Trafficking of Children

The New Auditing Procedures for Parishes is offered in all
three sessions. There is a difference between sessions so read
the descriptions carefully.

Both Safeguarding God's Children and Safeguarding God's
People have two sessions required for  each.
Be sure to sign up for both sessions 2 & 3 in each case. That
will insure you are credited for taking the full course. This
will of course mean that you can only take one course, either
"Children" or "People."

Register today to get the workshops that you would like. If
you have questions contact Mary Job by phone at
404-601-5320 or 800-537-6743 or by email at
mjob@episcopalatlanta.org.

WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE?

Do you recognize these three kings from ages past?
Look for the answer in next month’s Trumpet.

(o

FINANCIAL NEWS AND NOTES

Our final financial results for the year of 2010 were quite
good, especially considering the struggles we went through
one year ago to finalize our operating budget. A few key
points:

We had an excess of operating revenue over expenses of
$2,022, exceeding our budget of $1,870.

Our pledge receipts exceeded budget by $3,564.

Our overall servant ministries expenses were $627 less than
budget.

Our administrative expenses exceeded budget by $3,293,
primarily due to building repair expenses.

Our unrestricted cash balance was $7,346 at 12-31-10. The
unpaid bills at that time were $4,818.

The pledge campaign was a resounding success thanks to the
leadership of Joe White and John Youd and the work of a
wonderful team of note writers. For 2011 we have 81 total
pledges for $227,435. This compares to a total of 73 pledges
for $214,117 for 2010. We were able to provide a budget for
several servant ministries that have been unfunded the past
three years, and are able to pay the full 10% Diocesan
commitment for the first time in three years as well. What a
great accomplishment for our parish family and a wonderful
start to Rev. Mary’s ministry with us!




Church of the Ascension
205 West Cherokee Avenue
Cartersville, GA 30120
Phone: 770.382.2626

Fax: 770.382.2874
www.ascensioncartersville.org

JUST SO You KNow
WHY EPISCOPALIANS HAVE OUR OWN VERSION
OF THE PSALMS?

If the Episcopal Church is founded on worship, then it’s no
surprise that singing plays a very important role. And not just
hymn singing, but the singing of the Psalms a well. That is
why the Book of Common Prayer contains a unique
translation of the Psalms called “The Psalter”. It is designed
for singing and chanting the Bible’s greatest songs in
congregational worship.

Of course, Episcopalians did not invent the Psalter. The
Hebrews sang the Psalms long before Jesus walked on the
earth, and there have been several translations down through
the ages. However, the unique style and expertise the English
brought to the Psalms have probably made the Psalter our
most important contribution to Christian literature, after the
English Bible and the Book of Common Prayer.

Episcopalians are also the proud inheritors of and
practitioners of a unique style of singing the Psalms called
“Anglican Chant”. This is the incredibly rich and even
breathtaking style of singing often heard by boys’ (or girls’)
choirs in English Cathedrals and on a regular basis at the
Church of the Ascension in Cartersville, Georgia. Developed
some five centuries ago, it continues to enrich the worship of
countless congregations.

From “The Epi scopal Ha ndbook” Copyright 2000, Church
Publishing Company

BLACK JACK IS ALIVE AND WELL!

Some of you may have missed the black cat that had taken up
residence at the church. His name is Black Jack, B.J. for
short. He is now living with the Worley’s and is thriving on
the attention that he receives. He likes being indoors and
enjoys being fussed over. He has
gained weight and the hair is
growing back on his tail. He was
pulling it out because he was
“stressed.” As you can tell from the
photo, he is no longer stressed, just
pampered.

NOTES ABOUT THE LITURGICAL ROTA

Many folks have asked if | am still scheduling/generating
our liturgical rota. YES, | am! Please check the rota carefully
to see if you have been scheduled to serve in any capacity.

It seems that the area that is quite often uncovered on
Sunday mornings is the Oblation Bearers. Remember that if
you attend worship you are qualified to offer the Bread and
Wine at the Offertory. In fact, you
LEAD the procession to the altar to
present the gifts. This is an important
ministry and one not to be taken
lightly. Also, we sometimes are
shuffling to find last-minute substitutes for acolytes. Needless
to say, that makes for a hurried and frantic prelude to worship.

Please check online at our church website,
www.ascensioncartersville.org, or on your personal copy that
is mailed to you to see if your name appears on the Liturgical
Rota. If you know you have a conflict when you are scheduled
to serve, call someone to swap with you and then let Helen
Lesser know so that she can change the bulletin accordingly.
If you would prefer NOT to serve in any capacity, please
email me at svicklanmc@comcast.net.

Thank you to all of you who serve faithfully in worship at
Ascension.
~Susan McLeod

ROTA

ASPERGING WATERS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO

In the Episcopal

Diocese of Central

Gulf Coast, a |
priest uses water
from the Jordan
River to bless the
waters of the Gulf
of Mexico during a
weekday service of
St. Andrew's,
Panama City.

The Rev. Mary K. Erickson, Rector

George Chesnut, Organist and Choirmaster
Dan Baker, Sr. Warden

Carol Robson, Jr. Warden, Christian Education
Nancy Haight, Vestry Clerk

Brenda Worley, Trumpet Editor available at carl46@bellsouth.net

David Horah, Vestry, Fellowship

Marcia Humphreys, Vestry, Outreach
Keith Martin, Vestry, Buildings & Grounds
Angee McKee, Vestry, Liturgy and Worship

Nancy Miller, Vestry, Finance

Mason Rountree, Vestry, Evangelism
Earline Walpole, Vestry, Pastoral Care
John Youd, Vestry, Stewardship

Trumpet Deadline is the 15" of each month.
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